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Note:

 This presentation is focusing primarily on requirements an inspector will review during 
most routine RCRA hazardous waste generator inspections only.

 The contents of this presentation are not exhaustive and may not cover all RCRA 
requirements that may be applicable to your facility.

 In addition, it is likely an inspector may also be reviewing (where applicable) 
requirements for:

 RCRA regulated tanks & AA, BB, CC regulations

 Hazardous secondary materials

 Recycling & treatments

 Regulated medical wastes

 Subpart P pharmaceuticals 



An Inspection from NJDEP’s Perspective

Pre-Inspection 

Site Walkthrough

Documentation Review

Violations



Pre-Inspection



Pre-Inspection
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Previous 
Inspections

Example of DEP 

pre-inspection report.



RCRAInfo: 
E-Manifest 
Review

 Review of manifests, 
waste types, waste 
amounts, accuracy of 
information. 



RCRAInfo: 
Generator 
category 
 Cannot definitively 

predict category 
without site visit.

 Can use manifest 
information to make a 
fairly accurate 
determination. 



RCRAinfo:
RCRA 
Notifications
Biennial Report submittal 
(LQGs)

RCRA re-notification (SQGs)



Potential 
violation:

No RCRA re-notification made 
by SQG in previous 4 years. 

NOTE: In addition to no 
notification made in precious 4 
years, “Implementer” sources 
are also not valid notifications.



Site Inspection



Commonly Inspected Areas

•Laboratories
•Manufacturing or production areas 
•Paint booths
•Printing or packaging areas
•Warehouses
•Maintenance shops

Waste generation points & satellite accumulation areas

Used oil accumulation areas 

Universal waste accumulation areas 

Central Accumulation Area(s)



Waste Generation Points

• What are we looking for?

• A general understanding of the facility’s operations

• An explanation of where and how hazardous waste is generated 

• Satellite accumulation area locations

• Miscellaneous or unlabeled containers 



Satellite Accumulation Areas

• Inspectors will be walking through hazardous waste generation 
points looking for the following:

• Containers are labeled

• Containers are in good condition/not leaking

• Containers are closed

• Satellite areas are not accumulating in excess of 55-gallons

• Legitimacy of satellite accumulation areas



Satellite 
Container 
Examples 
 Words “Hazardous Waste”

 Indication of the hazards 

 DOT placard 

 OSHA pictogram

 NFPA diamond

 Hazardous characteristic 
(ignitable, corrosive, etc.)

 Closed

 Not leaking



Satellite 
Container 
Examples

 Potential violation: No 
hazard indication 



Satellite 
Container 
Examples 
 Potential violation: No 

hazard indication



Satellite 
Container 
Examples 
 Potential violation: 

 Open container

 No “Hazardous 
Waste”

 No hazard indication



Satellite 
Container 
Examples 
 Potential violation:

 Open container

 No “Hazardous 
Waste”

 No hazard indication



Satellite 
Container 
Examples 
 Potential violation: no 

“Hazardous Waste” 



Satellite 
Container 
Examples 
 Potential violation: labeled 

“Waste” not “Hazardous 
Waste”



Satellite 
Container 
Examples 
 Potential violation:

 Not labeled “Hazardous 
Waste”

 Is this a single satellite area 
accumulating in excess of 55-
gallons?



Satellite Accumulation Area 
Legitimacy: Is it a satellite? 

• At or near any point of generation where wastes initially 
accumulate which is under the control of the operator of the 
process generating the waste?

• Multiple 55-gallon drums for one satellite accumulation area?

• Conveyance containers?



Satellite Accumulation Area 
Legitimacy: Is it a satellite? 

• Scenario:

• A 55-gallon drum in a remote part of the facility.

• Most likely not a satellite if the facility cannot prove it is near the point 
of waste generation and under the control of the operator.



Satellite Accumulation Area 
Legitimacy: Is it a satellite? 

• Scenario:

• A small production room operated by one operator. There are two 55-
gallon drum satellites present each holding identical waste.

• Operator explains the first is for floor sweeping from one side of the 
room and the second drum is for sweepings from the other side.

• Most likely not two distinct satellite accumulation areas.

• Both satellite drums area accumulating the same waste stream, 
therefore its one satellite area accumulating in excess of 55-gallons.



Satellite Accumulation Area 
Legitimacy: Is it a satellite? 

• Scenario:

• Two 55-gallon drums sit next to each other in a manufacturing area.

• One is used by an operator to accumulate floor sweepings, the 
second is used by another operator to accumulate solvent waste from 
machine cleaning.

• These may be two distinct satellite areas. Two containers for two 
separate waste streams.



Satellite Accumulation Area 
Legitimacy: Is it a satellite? 

• Scenario:

• A laboratory worker pours their used chemicals off into a 1-gallon jug 
satellite container. 

• At the end of the day the worker pours the contents of the jug off into a 55-
gallon satellite container.

• The 1-gallon jug is not a satellite container. It is a “conveyance container” 
and cannot be used. A satellite cannot be consolidated into another 
satellite. 



Miscellaneous Containers & 
Unlabeled Containers

• What does your unlabeled container hold? Product or waste?

• Who determines if the container holds waste or product?

• Are your containers holding products being treated as if they have 
value?



Unlabeled 
Container 
Examples 
 What is in this container?

 The generator is responsible for 
making an accurate hazardous 
waste determination. [40 CFR 
261.11]



Unlabeled 
Container 
Examples 
 Are these waste containers?

 Generator states these drums do 
not contain waste, they contain 
product.

 Is the determination accurate?

 Products must be stored in a way 
that demonstrates it has value.



Unlabeled 
Container 
Examples 
 Waste or product?

 Drum does not appear to be 
managed in a way that indicates it 
has value to the generator.

 It will be up to the generator to 
prove the container is not a waste. 



Unlabeled 
Container 
Examples 
 Waste or product?



Unlabeled 
Container 
Examples 
 Waste or product?



Used Oil and Universal Waste 
Accumulation

Used Oil
 Labeled “Used Oil”.

 “Waste Oil” is not valid.

 Container in good condition.

 Shipped to appropriate facility.

Universal Waste
 Labeled “Universal Waste _______”, 

“Waste _______”, or “Used _______”

 Closed container that fully enclose 
the waste.

 Not accumulated for greater than 
one year.

 Shipped to appropriate facility. 



Universal Waste 
Examples 

 Potential violation: 

 Lamps outside of boxes. 

 Lamps not completely 
enclosed in box.

 No label.



Universal Waste 
Examples 

 Potential violation: 

 Lamps outside of boxes. 

 No label.



Central Accumulation Area(s)
• Inspectors will be walking through the central accumulation area for the 

following: 

• Containers are labeled 

• Containers are dated

• Containers are closed 

• Containers are in good condition/not leaking 

• Containers have not exceeded accumulation time limits

• <180 days for SQG

• <90 days for LQG

• Adequate aisle space

• Weekly inspections are performed 



Central 
Accumulation 
Area Examples 
 Words “Hazardous Waste”

 Indication of the hazards

 Accumulation start date 

 Closed

 Not leaking



Central 
Accumulation 
Area Examples 

 Potential violation:

 No hazard indication

 No accumulation start 
date

 Open containers



Central 
Accumulation 
Area Examples 
 Potential violation:

 Not enough aisle space. 
Drums in the back cannot 
be inspected. 



Central 
Accumulation 
Area Examples 
 Potential violation:

 No aisle space

 No “hazardous waste”

 No hazard indication

 No accumulation start 
dates



Central 
Accumulation 
Area Examples 
 Potential violation:

 No aisle space

 No “hazardous waste”

 No accumulation start 
dates



Central 
Accumulation 
Area Examples 
 Potential violation:

 Open containers



Documentation 
Review



Documentation

• Three years of manifests

• Central accumulation area inspection logs

• Preparedness and prevention

• Hazardous waste training 

• Annual review of training (LQG)

• Contingency plans (LQG)

• Biennial report (LQG) & renotification (SQG)



Manifests

• Three years of manifests

• Physical copies

• RCRAinfo e-manifests



Central Accumulation Area 
Inspection Logs 
• Inspection of central accumulation area must be performed 

weekly. 

• Written log is not mandatory but encouraged.

• Should be inspecting for the following:
• Hazardous waste labels

• Accumulation start dates

• Containers are closed

• Containers are not leaking/in good condition

• Aisle space is adequate

• Incompatibles not accumulated together 



Preparedness and 
Prevention
• Must make arrangements with responding agencies. Letters sent to:

• Fire department

• Police department

• Local hospital of choice 

• Letters should outline:

• The overall site

• The waste types on site

• The hazards associated with the waste types

• The quantities of waste

• Emergency equipment



Preparedness and 
Prevention

• Equip facility with emergency equipment.

• Annual testing of emergency equipment such as fire extinguishers, 
sprinkler systems, etc.



Hazardous Waste Training

• All persons who could potentially handle hazardous waste or sign 
the manifest should be trained. 

• Training should include:

• Familiarization with the waste types generated at the site

• How to properly handle the waste

• Proper PPE usage 

• General knowledge of RCRA requirements

• Emergency procedures



Contingency Plans

 Small Quantity Generator
 Site map.

 General evacuation plan.

 Emergency coordinator.

 Emergency phone numbers.

 Large Quantity Generator

 Site map.

 Evacuation plan.

 Emergency coordinator.

 List of emergency equipment 
with locations.

 Specific plan for response to 
fires, explosions, or releases. 

 Responding agencies, contact 
info, and their roles in the 
event of an emergency.

 Quick reference guide

 Copy sent to responding 
agencies



Biennial Report/Renotification

 Large Quantity Generator
 Biennial report submitted via 

RCRAinfo

 Submitted every even 
numbered year for wastes 
generated during an odd 
numbered year. 

 Small Quantity Generator
 Must renotify via RCRAinfo

once every four years.



Violations



Most Common Violations

• Missing “hazardous waste” label or indication of the hazards. 

• Missing accumulation start date.

• Containers on site longer than 90/180 days.

• Open containers

• Missing SQG renotification.



Guidance

NJDEP COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE PACKET

https://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/doc
s/compliance-assistance-packet-2020-v20-

3.pdf



Contacts

• Nick Baier, Environmental Specialist II
• Bureau of Hazardous Waste Compliance and Enforcement, 

Central Field Office
• C: 609-358-2067
• Nicholas.Baier@dep.nj.gov

• Rachel Loveland, Environmental Specialist II
• Bureau of Hazardous Waste Compliance and Enforcement, 

Northern Field Office
• C: 973-631-6325
• Rachel.Loveland@dep.nj.gov


